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The Venetian archipelago is supported by 

thousands of wooden piles driven deep 

into the lagoon floor. (We promise this 

model has fewer, and it’s faster to build.)
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Venice and its neighbouring Murano Island have 

been famous for their world-class glassblowing 

artisanship since the Middle Ages.
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Many Venetian houses have direct access to and 

from the canals, with integrated mooring ports, 

stairs or piers at the entrance.
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Master craftsmen in wood, masonry and 

glass flocked to Venice to adorn palaces 

with luxurious details. And let’s not forget 

the confectioners who helped sweeten 

the workload.
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In traditional glassblowing, you blow through  

a hollow pipe to expand molten glass heated  

to 1,100 °C (2,000 °F), then shape the glass over  

a marver with various tools. (Don’t try this at home.)
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Did you know? When a Byzantine princess 

introduced the Venetian public to the 

fork as a dining utensil in the 11th century, 

it caused quite the scandal and drew 

outrage from citizens.
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Venice’s beautiful bell towers, though 

built as heavy structures on water-set 

foundations, have, remarkably, endured the 

test of time. Nearly 40% still stand today.
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Creativity blossoms in Venice, and in this 

model. The smooth elements used to 

create the roof of this bell tower were 

originally designed as LEGO® tulip petals.
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Love them or… not so much? Pigeons were 

once considered sacred mascots in Venice 

and part of Venetian military heritage.  

They remain an iconic presence in the city.
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Mooring poles serve as safety features 

in the narrow canals. Did you know their 

striped colours are historically associated 

with different families or institutions?
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