














Living history  
 Upstairs scenes and exteriors of the fictional Downton 

Abbey Estate were filmed at Highclere Castle in Newbury, 
England. With roots dating back to 749 AD, the Highclere 
Castle Estate is steeped in history, with a legacy carried by 
generations of the Carnarvon family. Rebuilt in 1842 by the 
architect who completed London’s Houses of Parliament, the 
Castle established its status as one of England’s grandest 
estates. Every room tells a story, with ornate interiors, unique 
artwork and careful craftmanship evident in every detail, 
combining English estate splendour with the rhythms of 
daily life. Over the centuries, Highclere has hosted royalty, 
statesmen and leading lights from the world of art, and 
served as a hospital during World War I. Like their ancestors, 
among them the 5th Earl of Carnarvon who discovered the 
Tomb of Tutankhamun, the current Lord and Lady Carnarvon 
are both deeply involved with the Castle and the Estate. 
Balancing tradition with renewal, they have opened their 
home to the public, while nurturing their passion for the 
land, the farm and sustainability. Its Gothic revival-style 
architecture, art, grounds and cultural significance now 
attract 120,000 visitors per year from all over the world.
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From the  
Lego® ideas design team 

 Sebastian did a great job conveying the elegant atmosphere, ornate façade and towers 
of Downton Abbey! We adjusted it to LEGO® minifigure scale, making it two floors, with the 
overall proportions of the façade matching the actual building, and with views and access 
to all the interior spaces. Combining the façade windows with the interior spaces was a 
challenge. Rooms like the main hall don’t have windows, but from the outside, the windows 
appear to have curtains and a darker background, giving the illusion of interior space. Inside, 
some are covered with walls, while the ‘open’ windows have brick-built curtains. In the 
‘basement’, smaller arch windows are seen inside, while the exterior looks the same. We had 
lots of fun working with Universal Products & Experiences to design all the furniture, interior 
details and the characters’ costumes. The looks are mostly based on Season 6, so we could 
include new appliances that caused a stir in the household, like the telephone and electric 
mixer. We hope you will serve as the proud owner and custodian of Downton Abbey. 
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Public lighting in the UK rolled out from the early 1800s, 
yet private electricity was not available until the end 
of the century. So, you’ll find both electric lights and 

candles throughout the castle.
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173
Carson’s pantry also serves as the 
safe for the family’s silver. In our case, 
silver-coloured LEGO® mugs.
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“Is this an instrument of communication or torture?” 
Lady Violet Crawley had reservations about the 
family’s new candlestick telephone, which became 
popular in the 1910s and 20s.
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“Before too long, Her Ladyship could run 
the kitchen with a woman from the village. 
What with these toasters and mixers and 
such like, we’ll be out of a job!”  
– Mrs. Patmore
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Did you know? In the servants’ hall, status and rank were 
revealed by your clothes, your title and even where you sat. 
Carson ruled from the head of the table, of course.
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