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MEET THE FAN DESIGNER 
Dario Del Frate (LEGO® Ideas name ddf72) manages an engineering company in  
Madrid, Spain. At home, he and his family enjoy building with LEGO bricks: 

“Thank you to everyone who voted for this idea! I’m so happy to see this set come 
to life. LEGO building for me means thinking outside the box. That’s why I love small 
builds – they’re fun and challenging at the same time! I have been fascinated by 
minerals since I was a kid, when visiting the Natural History Museum of Milan, my 
hometown. I’m not an expert; I simply love the beauty of these natural masterpieces! 
With my idea, I tried to capture some of that beauty with the shiniest of LEGO bricks, 
the transparent ones, plus some black and gold! That’s how the original specimens 
came to be. The pyrite and emerald are straightforward builds, but the geode, 
rhodochrosite and schorl are complex and tons of fun! All the minerals are scaled 1:1 
and can be displayed from all sides. I hope my collection inspires you to keep building 
and keep dreaming!”  



LEGO® Ideas fan designer 
Dario Del Frate and his original 

minerals submission.

 



PYRITE  
Forms in hydrothermal veins 
and sedimentary rocks, often 
in cubic or granular shapes. 
Pyrite is also known as ‘fool’s 
gold’ due to its metallic look.

WATERMELON 
TOURMALINE
Grows in pegmatite pockets 
where minerals like lithium 
or manganese help form its 
unique pink-green colours in 
elongated crystals.

NATURE’S 
CREATIONS 
/ BEAUTIES 
OF NATURE 
Developed over millions of years, 
these stunning minerals emerge  
from Earth’s depths. Shaped by  
heat, pressure and time, they  
connect us with nature through  
their artful expressions.



RHODOCHROSITE 
Forms in hydrothermal veins 
in manganese-rich deposits, 
often creating banded or 
rhombohedral crystals in 
pink/red shades.

TANGERINE 
QUARTZ  
Gets its distinctive colour 
from iron-rich mineral 
coatings, forming as clusters 
or single points with a 
translucent, slightly rough 
surface.

FLUORITE   
Typically, it forms in an 
isometric cubic structure 
but it’s not unusual to see 
it in octahedral and other 
intricate isometric shapes.

AMETHYST  
Develops inside volcanic 
geodes, creating vibrant, 
purple-hued quartz crystals. 
The world’s largest amethyst 
stands 3.27 m (10.49 ft.) high 
and weighs 2.5 metric tons 
(2.75 US tons)!
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