










“This LEGO® Icons Radio is inspired by the colours and designs 
of the sixties and seventies and is designed to recreate the 
experience of playing a classic transistor radio. It involved not 
only our model designers and graphic designers but our sound 
designers and engineering specialists as well. With the sound 
of the working On/Off switch, the AM/FM selector, the moving 
tuner needle and the option to snap in your smartphone, we hope 
you will have hours of fun discovering all the details in your radio. 
Including, of course, the soundtrack featured on the built-in sound 
brick! So, get ready for a trip down memory lane and be inspired 
to make your own music history!”

ĐĂNG HUY HOÀNG 
LEGO® Icons Model Designer

From your  
LEGO® radio host
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James Clerk Maxwell, a Scottish scientist, first predicted the 
occurrence of radio waves in the 1860s.
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The piece used as a stopper for the On/Off switch was 
originally created as a roller skate for LEGO® minifigures.
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Guglielmo Marconi, an Italian inventor, is credited as the inventor of the world’s 
first radio. His first radio signal was successfully sent and received in 1895.
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11 22 3333 44 This minifigure magic wand is introduced here 

in red for the first time. The tapered shape fits 
nicely as the ‘needle’ slides left and right.
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This sloping element has the perfect geometry to 
make the sliding block function work. It allows you 
to play the sound brick while selecting ‘stations’.
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The new worm gear element makes the dial slide and 
transfers movement across functions with one control.
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Before the transistor radio was invented, previous radio 
models used vacuum tubes that allowed electrons to 
move from one end to the other.
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When the transistor radio was invented in 1947, 
it became easier to manufacture small, portable 

and affordable radios.
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The first song ever to be broadcast on the radio 
was O Holy Night, on 24 December 1906.
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AM (amplitude modulation) and FM (frequency modulation) 

are two different ways to send and receive radio signals.
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The minifigure diving fin element is used as a switch for the AM/FM channels.
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AM has wider bandwidth and coverage than FM and is easier to detect, 
even with simple equipment or if the signal is weak.
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In the late 1970s and early 1980s, most music stations 

switched to FM because the sound quality was better. 
Some news channels still use AM for broader coverage.
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21

We’ve saved the best for last! The new  
LEGO® sound brick is placed where it can easily 
be removed for maintenance, so it’s the final 
piece to place in the model. We hope you enjoy 
discovering every ‘station’ on the radio!
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