






CULTIVATING 
DESERT POWER 

  Dune and Dune: Part Two have captivated long-term and new fans of the immersive 
universe created by Frank Herbert in his 1965 novel. Set in the year 10191, on the brink 
of an interstellar conflict, the story chronicles young Paul Atreides’ rise to the calling 
of his noble heritage. By order of the omnipotent Emperor, Paul is thrust into unfamiliar 
territory on planet Arrakis, also known as Dune, which is inhabited by powerful desert 
warriors, the Fremen, and the only known planet to produce the precious spice.  
As the treacherous Baron Harkonnen turns against the Atreides family, Paul uncovers  
the deepest secrets of the planet, its people and his own destiny.

Riddled with gargantuan sandworms known to the Fremen as Shai-Hulud, the 
inhospitable desert world is perilous to travel by land. Flying vehicles are vital to 
survival. The ornithopter is built to withstand Arrakis’ scorching heat, sandstorms and 
winds of more than 800 km/h (497 mph). It plays a pivotal role in several key sequences, 
starting with the Atreides family’s arrival at the capital city of Arrakeen and Duke Leto’s 
inspection of a spice-harvesting operation, where Paul first experiences the open desert. 
Reminiscent of a dragonfly, with no computer systems, the ornithopter’s eight wings 
can fold up against its body while grounded or during quick dives, and flap rapidly when 
extended. The vehicle’s landing legs retract to optimise its aerodynamic properties.
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This part will form the lever to make the wings flap.
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The tail will form the handle to hold the vehicle, 
so it’s important that it’s super strong! 
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When finished, turning this rocket step When finished, turning this rocket step 
element will raise and lower the landing element will raise and lower the landing 
ramp and landing feet at the same time. ramp and landing feet at the same time. 
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These four ‘wing roots’ form the foundation for 
the flapping mechanism of the ornithopter. 
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Activating this lever will extend and 
retract the wings of the craft. 
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The spring ensures that the wings retain proper 
tension both when folded and when extended. 
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The black track rod elements connect the lower 
and upper wing roots so that all eight wings 

flap simultaneously. 
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These angled sections provide the connection These angled sections provide the connection 
points for the angled cockpit windows in the next points for the angled cockpit windows in the next 

stage of the build. stage of the build. 
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The two cockpit seats are built as a removable The two cockpit seats are built as a removable 
section to make it easier to place your minifigure section to make it easier to place your minifigure 
characters in the cockpit. 
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This wing brick provides the perfect angle to allow 
the landing feet to sit flat on the ground when extended. 
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The track rod connections to the core of the model ensure 
that as the wings flap up and down, they are not pulled 

backwards or forwards by the wing-opening mechanism. backwards or forwards by the wing-opening mechanism. 
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The cockpit is made very open to provide maximum The cockpit is made very open to provide maximum 
visibility to the craft’s pilot. 
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