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HISTORY

In 64 CE the Great Fire of Rome devasted the city and Emperor Nero seized much
of the area where the Colosseum now stands for himself. Construction began
under Emperor Vespasian in CE 72 and was completed by his successor and heir,
Titus, in CE 80. Further modifications were carried out during the reign of Domitian,
the 3 emperor in the Flavian dynasty, including the building of the hypogeum
underneath the arena.

STORTA

Nel 64 d.C., il grande incendio di Roma devastd la citta e I'imperatore Nerone prese
possesso di gran parte dell'area in cui il Colosseo si trova ora. La costruzione inizid
sotto I'imperatore Vespasiano nel 72 d.C e fu completata dal suo successore ed
erede, Tito, nell'80 d.C. Ulteriori modifiche furono apportate durante il regno di
Domiziano, il 3° imperatore della dinastia dei Flavi, tra cui la costruzione dell'ipogeo
sotto I'arena.
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Crowds would flock to see the dramatic
re-enactment of historic sea battles.

Grandi folle accorrevano per ammirare le
drammatiche e storiche ricostruzioni delle
battaglie navali.

THE SPECTACLE

Some of the most popular events in the Colosseum were the reconstruction of epic
naval battles. The first one was staged in AD 80, when the arena was flooded and
specially constructed flat-bottomed ships replicated the battle between Athens
and Syracuse. It is still unclear how the arena could be filled with water and drained
again so quickly, but many ancient writers describe these spectacular shows that
were called naumachiae.

GLI SPETTACOLI

Gli eventi forse piu popolari che si tenevano nel Colosseo erano le rappresentazioni
delle battaglie navali. La prima fu messa in scena nell'80 d.C., quando I'arena
fu allagata e navi a fondo piatto furono appositamente costruite per ricreare la
battaglia tra Atene e Siracusa. Non & ancora chiaro come I'arena fosse riempita
d'acqua e quindi rapidamente drenata, ma molti scrittori antichi descrivono questi

spettacoli, chiamati naumachie.



THE SPECTATORS

With estimated crowds of up to 80,000, the composition of the Colosseum's
audience mirrored the rigid class structure of Roman society. Special boxes at the
north and south ends of the arena offered the best views and were reserved for
the emperor. These were surrounded by the senatorial class, while the tier directly
above was occupied by the noblemen. Above them sat the wealthy and respected
citizens of the city, and at the very top stood the common poor and slaves.

GLI SPETTATORI

Con una capienza massima stimata di 80.000 spettatori, la composizione del
pubblico del Colosseo rispecchiava la rigida struttura di classe della societa
romana. Palchi speciali alle estremita nord e sud dell'arena offrivano la vista migliore
ed erano riservati all'imperatore. Questi palchi erano circondati dai posti riservati
ai senatori, mentre il livello situato direttamente sopra i palchi era occupato dai
nobili. Al livello ancora superiore sedevano i cittadini ricchi e rispettati della citta e
['ultimo livello era riservato alla plebe e agli schiavi.

Each tier was divided into sections and further
subdivided into cunei, or wedges, by the steps and
aisles from the vomitoria. Each row (gradus) of
seats was numbered, permitting each individual
seat to be exactly designated by its gradus,
cuneus, and number.

Ogni livello era diviso in sezioni e ulteriormente
suddiviso in “cunei” dalle scalette e dagli accessi
alla cavea (vomitoria). Ogni livello (gradino) era
numerato, e ogni singolo posto era precisamente
contrassegnato tramite il gradino, il cuneo e

il numero.
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The outer facade was composed of 80 arcades on 3 levels.

La facciata esterna era composta da 80 arcate su 3 livelli.




228

o7

220




23]

229




233

99

232




R K P

2x

X

1x

254

230

23/

235

100



Y
N

—
/

v
238
239




9
N N

A4

a
&
'...

Qv"f,
)79

/s
N\
N\

N7

q
Y ’
i
/a,

/4 e,

/4

X

/7

|

R B

/

7,
VI

4

b,
N
i .

242

102



1x

247

103

246

B

)
o —

A

245




5 <
> oS QOQQQO
BQO N S AENCISSIES
(e o, =
o ) 6 =
o>
9 D
:O r
O > ' 2
: 3 o> 2
3
SN S >
T [@ > O
B D <>
3 O 2
D L
: E
2
‘e\ |
\ \ 1
.Q\
N
z Sh\V;
O Shge).
®hye) )
104 o @oo O OOQSOQSQQ'
(@] F /Q,ODO

o)




105



204

S
1x 2X

202

203

106



0> S P

2X

2X

25/

107

255

250




>
Al

D Iy

209

208

108



PP e

2X

202

X

X

2X

203

109




267

2064

Ly

AA

el
Aa

e
\.\\ .
/4 b E
o V4

265

10



269

S,
N
/N /
~ Ny )
B .
77
/ ~
~\ £

o

$ )

ﬁ .
\ \

m




"

n@’ ZZ,
QAN e

270

n2




273

13

>

202




2173

3.
o Vel
N N
QN QN
%
(]
.%)
). 4
N M
Q\ QN =i



9 o> S G

2X

2x

15

279

230



283

232

16



287

2385




A
. Al
AN
e
N\
5 ...\.. /74 \\\ oy
/ /
-/ \.\.\.»\ y
LA A

290
291

18




294

19

292




MANA\ B WA\ WA\ W\
SN\ L

1Ta i)

s
VAN RN VR
i 7, T

AN iﬂ4

Ve 7 N \2 2
\Al |

295

120




299

300

301

121

298




304

302

e e

2X

303

2X

122



307

123

9> S

2X

30

2x

o




&
309
10

124




125

K P

2X

X

X

2x




Ad u/’ \

D))
IR\ AR(ANSSY
A A g -
\ ~,
” B ..‘..H..\..\ ..\..\.. g
/// L1 -
\“ B .

v x




127

!

SO ——
)

4)
4]

320




323

322

321

128



320
327
328

324
325




8> S P

2X

254

329

330

130



131

332




K P

254

336

1x

1x

2X

337

334

335

132



340

133




.wa wu

™
A

o

)\ A\

Ay

% / i
7 £ L
7 /a ' A
e [ W/
7 > /4
S /4
4 4

344

342
343

134




347

135

3406

345




; .
3. ,
™ ™ ™

3483

136



355

137

@?@gﬁ

2X

353




254

356

8>S P

2x

138



359

360

139




363

304

XY

2x

1x

1x

2x

302

140



3067

i~
ot

3

(%

)

7 )

A

9
\

T
<

X

%

X

141

365

3606




H

) i!ilﬁl&/,,

) Y/ —, Z A
4Y mr//llql L) W\
H 8 Th W\ g ~’. a s ol

S

S/ //// &
% “”\ ’
4 &J\ e \\\

‘/ %

e \\\

V.
A
i

\.
/
<
rd
/

370

A ).V\h&“»

/ﬁ@h& ..

N\ A

9

360

142



372

143

>

3/




144






0> S P

2X

382

0> S P

2X

2X

338]

146



384

N
A

383




»
388

1x

1x

e e

2x

386

387

148




%

1x

o
X

2X

390




AN WANRN W WA R\ Y
»@1 \ A@I//E 3

BErs
7h T\ > b.j
2 i’”/llﬁ/
VS \ -

AN

P 5
A
D & wu

394

150




151

&S/

& ﬂf\r w\ / \,‘x J,‘,M,,__;.__,__H, ¢ ,,\
/mﬁn,lﬁ\nm il
ik d 1 S5 il

M{’FJ,;VA"\.\ JL4! \%\‘“\

: a—.\— ‘ m»a@h\

iy -\N

397




1x

399

&

A

/4

-

400

1

40

398

152



404

153

402

v e e o

2X

403

2X




407

2X

406

8 o> S

2X

154



155

&
409
10




KX

2x

X

X

2X

156



\-@,&/’ \
\ D)

N
R

s

157

AD) / W\

¢
B

/ 7
/ / vy
< s
l'_u’
.

/f
/4 Ve, L
7 N/
N Vel
vl Y
s ) 4
'




,,_ )’..
SRR B
e

158



!

=Ny

() 0
,..=,.,E\

=

159

D , .ﬂaﬂ,,__m_._.-n\
N

/4




N
427
>
428

425
420

&
424




b o> S

431

©

429




433
434

162



™M
©

»
437
438

X

1x

ﬁﬁs&

435
436




A)
N7 Q
I H' Y y
/4 [ A ] \ A =
/ ™~
o / B
NE n 7 > 3
’ =77 7 7
L / & // .\.\ vy
o . ¢ o
. v A S
Vv 74
7
f . 7
7 / oy
4 \.\.\ \.\.\ / S 4
74 /€ vy
/ = =
A v S i / v

s
X

441
442

439
440

164




165

A%

A ,w%ﬂ;;lyvl// \
St

\\
\\ (aW)/
& /

/
i i
’ s
/4 Vi
v b

” VWJIJFM/II/// \
R e
y

/
/ &g
a7
7 S
7 /i
\\ Vv
7
& 7/
Y \ /

Th
4\

77
e P
4 P

o

s D«

443




=y

T LA 5

B

% 7

o
a
l
i
/[l
=
i
i)

|
= |

18]
]
(:y

i

L]
Tl

|




167



e

45]

449

450

448

168



b o> S

455

169

453

454



457

450

170



1x

F o

2X

460

401

171

X

=
X =

c ﬁ =1
2X

2x

458

459



464

465

462

463

172



173

o4

y Ao A @
’m J... /AN
/// X ey y /!
/4 <




470

>

469

174



"41l|||- ,\
dTHUG

!

i
(T I ]
s

1
J o5

[ —— 1d
: |
00 1

11
b ' , [\
?

ap|| |
."'—'-"!III
: '/l

/|

.

-

i
(¢

11

| B
Il P
I;

[N
T

|

175



A
!
(g

gt
-I-v

|
N |

EI!—A o
[
]

jREa

vy
%.
-i 1

3
Fe—t=Nl_
-'-
.
|

i

ﬁw—ﬁ.}ﬁ.# /

L]

NOS S

[
I., -

[y

i
il
il
il
i

-

/]
L
4
L
I

I

A
|
/]

|| |

El
D)



O\
R tl




476




9

478
47




1x

® & &

483

<&
1x X

w
482

180



484

ANWmm)

A _v
Lo |

181



488

489

2x

Q)

Q)

485

182



> &= 2 & P
x 1x 1x X X

492

493

183

490




496
-
497

494
495

184




To)
«©

&

.
01

9

49




A

¢




N
(o8]

007/

3.

O
O
LO




&

509

3.8,

508

188



189




190



191




3]

A\ )

A
T
Ay

- P4 -y / Fy
X/’ ..\..\K\ A \

X

2X

192



A=

S
&

\N\Q\

Q

(@)

Q@

l\\ll\l\l\l\l\l

-]

o

()

T =t




X

520

a\\\

Y

194



ﬁ;&%@%@%

2X

024

025

195

i ". ]
<SS
X 2X

022




2X

o271

8>S P

2X

520

196



029

197

028




X

2x

532

530

03]

198



199

536
537

»
534
535




&

540

A

w X

539

200




A\ VANRN WA\ WA\ \\\Y AN\
ATA QA

2
NG SN
& WIN\Z ¢ AN\ T DWG
\ \ I s \\.\f L e / l_ﬁ
. : > 7 A i o ky
K 7 4y \ “\ g -
A A ” \..\\. i . — s
VA& > / / %
£ \\

Loba
AN

%
i
i




546
547

@
548

544
545

202




2X

ote)

8 > S G

2X

[89]
(@]
Al

o549

550




553

0552

204



L
o
eV}

9.

.

Q.

.NW © N~

5 YIYe! LO
LO LO

054
000




560

501

559

206



207




o6/

LY LI _-C.@q

_O_I._l_l_l_l -;Aﬁﬂrﬁﬂﬁ,. _
shmsbillaair])
_mﬁ__ﬁ_llj._.m_m__ﬂ_y

b [ D] G E___u__.uu
S [ | [ ._.____M

L[ [T q-uI'I S I —

o060

565

208



569

570

O/

209

068




o574
575

@;&%&eﬁ

573

*
572




211

9> S P

2X

2X




Bt
5.9,

e
579
580




033

213

o534

PO e

1x

X

2X

2X

032



o8/

a
ARy
) of
.\J |

L)
.,

538

535

586




590

H

ilzli/l

\\\‘!

%«,/ S

215

039




093

.....rr ....'n.! ..
S N o>
l.ﬁ?u%ﬁ% )

(a)

LTI

—

A e

I— Pﬂﬂﬂ.l..lllr — R
iiﬁﬂmﬂf .
wd¥

LT T T 7

o
P TH D] G| 00
o e | 1

20

—= T =]

,.mmlrl__..l_h_-
g 1T

IS

W e - =

092

091

AR
\ ! #, «; -




090

097

098

094

095



9> S G

2X

2X

¢l0)

599

c00




003

219

002




R K P

2x

o006

X

1x

254

c0r

c04

005

220




rd ""
R AN V.

.w/d._ \\ q
Ly

»
608
609







What does SPQR mean? It's an acronym for the Latin phrase

Sendtus Populusque Romanus. It means “The Senate and People of Rome”.
It's symbolic of the government of the ancient Roman Republic.

Cosa significa SPQR? E I'acronimo della frase latina Sendtus Populusque
Romanus. Significa “Il Senato e il popolo di Roma”. E un simbolo del

6 ‘I 7 governo dell’antica Repubblica Romana.
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