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INTO THE RAINFOREST g : :

GEOGRAPHY & CLIMATE

Q/ of the Earth is covered by rainforest. They are hot, tropical forests and although they only cover a
O small areq, they are incredibly important for wildlife. @

Rainforests are exactly that — they are tall, thick forests that have lots of rain all year round. AR R le1i2Rel12sh
They are also very hot, because they receive a lot of sunlight.(3) live in the main

canopy!

Rainforests have layers and each one is home to different species:

This layer is made up of trees that have stretched up and grown taller

EMERGENT LAYER .
than the main canopy.

This is the thickest part of the forest, where the tops of the trees form a "
MAIN CANOPY blanket, which blocks out sun from the lower layers. Trees grow tall and \
strong, stretching as high as they can to reach the sunlight. “

UNDERSTORY This layer is just below the tops of the trees, and has some growing plants like
vines, which are perfect for monkeys to swing between!

There is not much sunlight here, but lots of rotting leaves and branches, which

FOREST FLOOR makes a perfect home for insects. )

These forests are crucial to life on Earth, as they provide oxygen, water and resources such as food and
medicine* These forests absorb and store huge amounts of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and are
important in slowing climate change.(®

WILDLIFE

BORNEO SUMATRAN JAGUAR AMAZON
ORANGUTAN RHINO RIVER DOLPHIN

DID YOU These amphibians are arboreal, meaning they spend a lot
KNOW?  oftime hiding in the trees.
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BIODIVERSITY

Although rainforests cover a small section of the Earth,

they are home to over 50% of all of the plants and

animals on the planet, including some very rare and

endangered species, such as orangutans, rhinos and =
tigers, who depend upon the complex habitats in
rainforests to survive.

This makes them one of the most biodiverse
ecosystems on the planet, as there are so many Baic
different species! 4

How far? Black howler monkeys %
from the forests of Latin America =
have a call that can be heard

almost 5km away!

HOW ARE THINGS CHANGING?

Lots of pressure is being put on rainforests, mainly by
humans. Some of the problems they are facing include:

. . . WORKING TOGETHER
¢ Deforestation Every minute, an area the size of 40

football fields is cleared in the rainforest.
Deforestation releases lots of greenhouse gases into
the atmosphere which contributes to climate
change. Humans are clearing land to make space to
create resources, through things like farming and
mining.

Poor ecosystem health As a result of climate
change and deforestation, rainforests are struggling
to adapt and survive, because conditions are
changing. Rising temperatures can cause forest
fires, while deforestation reduces the quality of the
soil, making it harder for plants and trees to regrow.

LET IT GROW

Loss of plants and wildlife Because of climate
change, deforestation and human actions, many
species are struggling to survive. 3 of the 9 species
of tiger have become extinct, through a combination
of hunting and loss of habitat.®) Removal of
rainforest has destroyed tigers’ homes and reduced
their food supply, while rising sea levels reduces the
availability of freshwater.
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