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“There in the mist, enormous,
majestic, silent and terrible,
stood the Great Wall of China.”

W. Somerset Maugham

The Great Wall

For over 2000 years the Great Wall has wound its formidable
way across the hills and mountains of the Chinese
countryside. Its construction helped unify a new empire
and strengthened the idea of China as a single nation.
As an enduring symbol of China’s national pride, the wall
remains one of the most impressive feats in the history of
architecture.
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Many people imagine the Great Wall to be one long
uninterrupted structure. In reality it is more a 13,000 miles
(21,000 km) network of walls that reflect the rise and fall of
numerous kingdoms and dynasties. As such, the story of
the Great Wall is also the story of China as the nation we
recognize today.

In the 3rd Century B.C., Emperor Qin Shi Huang conquered
his six neighboring kingdoms, establishing the Qin Dynasty
and becoming the first Emperor of China. As well as linking
together the many defensive walls the smaller kingdoms
had built, he ordered the building of a new northern wall to
protect his new empire from marauding tribes.

The following dynasties extended the wall further, but it
was during the Ming Dynasty that much of the wall that we
recognize today was constructed. In a period that stretched
over 100 years, over 5500 miles (8,850 km) of wall was
added. Unlike the first walls that had often been built using
compacted earth or wood, these latest sections were made
of carved stone or brick. Forts, flanking towers and ramparts
were added to create a formidable defensive line.

The end of the Ming Dynasty in 1644 also signaled the end
of any construction or maintenance of the Great Wall. This
would continue until sections of the wall were restored and
opened to the public by the government of the People’s
Republic of China in the 1950s.
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A Journey of a thousand miles
begins with a single step”

Chinese proverb

21041_BI_V29_6242283.indd 5 11118 2:00 PM



From then to now

It took several different Dynasties and over 2000 years

to create the Great Wall we recognize today.
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221 - 206 BC

206 - 220 AD

The Han Dynasty

Extended the wall westward
to protect the growing trade
travelling via the Silk Road.

618 - 907 AD

The Tang Dynasty

Was one of the most
prosperous and peaceful
dynasties in Chinese
history with little
construction to the wall.
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960 - 1279 AD

The Song Dynasty

Enlarged and improved
the wall in an attempt
to stop invasion by the

Manchus and Mongols.
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1271 - 1368 AD

The Yuan Dynasty

The wall fails to stop the
Mongol invasion and China
comes under the control of

the Mongol Empire.

1368 - 1644 AD

The Ming Dynasty

The Chinese regain control
of the country and set about
systematically rebuilding and

strengthening the Great Wall.

164 resent

Post-Ming

The Manchus breach
the wall and end the

last Chinese dynasty.

The wall falls into
disrepair.
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‘Until you reach the Great Wall,
you are no hero”

Chairman Mao

While foreign travelers have always marveled at the Great
Wall, the Chinese themselves only started to appreciate the
massive structure midway through the 20th century. This
was partly due to the historical financial and human costs of
building the wall: heavy taxes had been imposed to pay for
it and it’s estimated that hundreds of thousands of soldiers,
laborers and convicts died during its construction. But also
because it had failed to stop the invasions it was built to
hinder.

Today the wall plays a major part in the Chinese national
identity, and the restored sections, especially around
Badaling, have become a major tourist destination with over
10 million visitors each year. The wall was made a UNESCO
World Heritage Site in 1987, and has long been regarded as
one of the seven modern wonders of the world.
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"He who has never been to the
Great Wall is not a true man.”

Chinese poem

Many myths and legends have emerged about the Great
Wall. Unfortunately, the most famous one, that it is the only
man-made structure on earth that can be seen with the
naked eye from outer space, is untrue. At best, the wall can
be spotted during a low orbit, but even then only if sunlight
and weather permits it.
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LEGO.com/brickseparator
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The average width of the wall is 21.3 ft. (6.5 m)
KB TFHTEE H6. 5K (21.3%R) .
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New sections of the wall
continue to be discovered,
especially around the border of

present-day Mongolia.
FELRUARIIR U FR A N,
RERESKHREILR.
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During the 1960s and 1970s, miles
of the wall were stripped of bricks
to build civilian housing.
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It is believed that almost one third of the T
wall has disappeared without trace. 155
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The first mention of the wall
outside China came in the early
16th century when a Portuguese
writer wrote about a solid wall
with a strong garrison.
HERSNERRRKBAE SRS
WE6HLY], —(AEFMERE
S8 — N RAHERRKIE.
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Until the 20th century the Chinese
themselves never spoke of a single

Great Wall.
it ZFi, FEABSAKRRT
K.
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The wall’s strength and endurance

has been put down to the use of

“sticky rice” in the mortar that holds

the stones and bricks in place.

KRS EMRALSEET” &

K7 B4R, BALIGRRIFERE I,
EE—iR.
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The Great Wall is also a
“must-see” for VIPs and over
300 heads of states have

visited the impressive structure.
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The wall spans across 15 different
regions in northern China.

K E 4L A 15D FEIHEX
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At its highest, the wall is 46 ft. (14 m) tall.
TEEER, ERSIEI4K (6ER) .
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The Great Wall is the world’s
longest defensive fortification.
KRR ERACHIBAEIEE .
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Throughout its history the wall has

been called “The Purple Wall.”

“The Earth Dragon” and most

recently “The Long Wall.”
KINTE 2 EERARA “RE” . T8
» KUK B (B S B 4357
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LEGO® Architecture — do you like it?

The LEGO Group would like your opinion on the new product
you have just purchased. Your feedback will help shape the
future development of this product series. Please visit:

LEGO.com/productfeedback

By completing our short feedback survey,
you will be automatically entered into a drawing
to win a LEGO® prize.
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21041_BI_V29.indd 106 1/25/18 8:43 AM



LEGO® Architecture

The LEGO® Architecture series creatively captures the
essence of many of the world’s most iconic landmarks
while giving you an enjoyable and engaging LEGO building
experience.

Whether your interest is in travel, design, history or
architecture, these sets are a physical memento of great trip
abroad, a famous building you know well, or a city you still
dream of visiting.

Every LEGO Architecture set is designed to be displayed.

Much more than just a photo, building and displaying

your model on your desk, in the bookcase or on the shelf,
lets you be transported every time you admire the view.

Follow us on f

Adam Reed Tucker is the co-developer of the LEGO
Architecture product line.
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Celebrate the world of architecture and collect all the models

MRt REZZER, ETMERSERNRTIRE

21041 21030
Great Wall of China United States Capitol Building
LRSS XEESKE

21042 21036
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum® Statue of Liberty Arc de Triomphe The Eiffel Tower
HREEIENIE B R Z#HR BLAEN] HRIE/R kIR
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