
The “kindergarten brick”  or  
JUMBO brick – is launched in the US  

as a supplement to LEGO bricks.  
The bricks aren’t manufactured until 1971.

1964

1961

LEGO® DUPLO® launches 
for toddlers globally. 

1969

LEGO Systems, Inc. moves  its U.S. 
headquarters to  Enfield, Connecticut.1975

The first LEGO®  
Minifigures are introduced 

to the System in Play.

1978
A department is set up to  help 

educators bring learning through 
play to the classroom. Today LEGO® 

Education is  based in Boston.

1980

LEGO Systems, Inc.  set 
up its own 1,500 m2 
 moulding facilities in 

Enfield  with 20 machines. 
The first  brick moulded 
here is  a red 1 x 6 brick.

1981

The LEGO Group and  
MIT Media Lab start a long-term 

partnership to make coding more 
accessible to children.

1985
The first company owned LEGO store  

opens at Mall of America® in Minnesota.

1992
A new office building 
-  the Compass House
- opens  in Enfield to
house the growing

 number of employees.

The LEGO Foundation, set up by 
the Kirk Kristiansen family, acquires 
25% ownership of the LEGO Group, 
meaning a portion of the company 
profits help children around the 
world access play and learning.

LEGO® product manufacturing for the 
Americas begins in Monterrey, Mexico.

2021
A new flagship  

LEGO Store  opens on  
5th Avenue, New York.

The LEGO Group   
celebrates its  

90th Anniversary. 2022

1995

Ole Kirk Kristiansen 
starts making wooden 

 toys in Billund,   
Denmark.

1932

LEGO Systems, Inc.  
 is established and  

starts  selling the range  
of 19  LEGO products 

available  in the US at the 
time from  a temporary  

HQ in  Brookfield,  
Connecticut.

1973

The LEGO Group announces plans 
to build a US$ 1 billion, carbon  
neutral run factory in Virginia. 

Once completed it will create  
more than 1,760 jobs and support 
long-term growth in the Americas. 

The LEGO® System in Play 
launches in the US market.

This follows shortly after the  
LEGO brick we know today 

was patented in 1958.

2013

The LEGO Group  
opens  its 100th store in   
White Plains, New York.

2022

2009

1999

Playing Well in the United States
In 1932, a carpenter in Denmark started making toys in his small workshop, ensuring they were always of  
the highest quality and designed to help children learn through play. He gave his company the LEGO® name 
– meaning Play Well in Danish. Ever since the LEGO products launched in the United States in the 1960s,
playing well is what the LEGO Group has helped millions of children and families do across the country.

The first LEGO® MINDSTORMS®   
programmable brick launches 

in  partnership with MIT  
Media Lab  introducing  

children to robotics  through  
the LEGO System in Play. 

1998


